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of the General Council of the Trades Union Congress. The next day
that Council called a strike of railway and transport workers, the
printing and paper trade unions and many branches of the metal,
engineering and building trades, to take effect on May 3, Others
were held in reserve to be called out later if necessary, but it was
clear that if only miners, railway and transport workers responded,
the effect would be to paralyse all industry and bring the life of the
country to a -standstill. On the lines now adopted the strike could
be nothing less than a " general strike."
Baldwin hesitated before striking in return and drew on himself
much hostile criticism from his own party by endeavouring to negoti-
ate with the Labour leaders after the strike had been called. But he
lost patience when it was reported to him that the compositors of the
Daily Mail had refused to set up an article which they considered
" insulting to the workers," and declined further parley. Accordingly
on May 4 the country woke up to find the railways shut down,
omnibuses and taxis off the streets, and everywhere doubt and un-
certainty as to what would happen next, how long shops would be
supplied or food hold out, how any sort of business could go on,
whether there would be violence and bloodshed, as tempers rose and
supplies ran short. Obviously it could not go on for long without
causing untold suffering and misery. The rich might go abroad or
fly to their country houses and live on the produce of the land, or
pay the rising prices without much inconvenience, but for the poor
and the mass of ordinary middle-class people there was no escape.
Not many days passed before it became evident that the leaders of
the movement had not thought out the consequences of their own
action. Still less the great body of trade unionists in the country.
The advocates of " direct action" had persuaded themselves that
Labour had only to unite on all-round simultaneous action to compel
the Government to accede to the demands of the miners. In this
way it would accomplish in a few days what the slow-moving Parlia-
mentarians and Constitutionalists had failed to accomplish in years.
A few extremists were willing to go all lengths and looked hopefully
to the General Strike as the beginning of the Marxian class-war with
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